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I. A Diſſertation on 2 Theſſ. ii. 
1, - 12; In which it is ſhown, 
that te Biſpop of Rome is the nun 
of fin » &c. 

II. A letter to a friend, concerning 

the end and deſign of prayer. Or 
the reaſonableneſſe of praying to 
an unchangeably wiſe, powerful and 


good God, In anſwer to the ob- 
jections of the modern infidels. 


UI. A poſtſeript to the letter on 


prayer, concerning the views which | 
we ought to have in praying ; the | 


drawing up proper forms ; the uſe 
of ſcripture language; the confeſ- 


fion of ſuch fins only, as we 


are conſcious we have been guilty of, 


1 


COLLECTION 


IV. The 3oth diſſertation of Mari. 
mus Tyrius, concerning this queſti- 
on, Whether we ought to pray to 


Cod, or no? 


Tranſlated from the Greek. 


V. Remarks on the foregoing diſſer- 


tation of Maximus Tyrius, 


VI. The doctrine of pradeſtination 
reviewed, Or the nature of the 

\ councils and decrees of God; and 
the riſe and occafion of the ſcrip- 

ture language concerning them, 


VII. A brief account of Calvin's 


cauſing Servetus to be burned, at 
Geneva, for an heretic, 


ent 


The TuixD Evirtion, corrected and inlarged. 


To which are now added. 


— 


count of Calvin's treatment of Ser- 
vetus. 

IX. A brief account of Archbiſhop 
Laud's cruel treatment of Dr. 


ee 


** hd 


by way of SUPPLEMENT. 
VIII. A Defence of the Brief ac- | 


Leighton, 


X. An eſſay, concerning the belief 


of things, which are above rea- 
fon, And, 
A general preface, 
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THE GENERAL 


To this co! LLECT ION of 


TRACTS 


* E RE have already been two 
4 5 editions of ſeven of the 6 
Af {| ads, printed ſeparately. An 
be advice of ſome friends, they 
"ae are now collected into one volume, 
07 1 ſome additions and alterations. 


Wy”, 


againſt the Pſalter's-Hall Anti-popiſh Ser- 
mons. And be publiſhed at the end of that 
work, An extract out f Biſhop Mon- 
” tague's appeal, (Chap. V. p. 149, Sc.) 
* concerning Mahomet ; offered to the confi- 
* deration of Mr. Chandler, and of The Au- 
* thor of The Diſſertation, on 2 Theſſ. ii.“ 

Biſhop Montague's character, and his great 
leaning towards Popery, are very well known. 


reſt at Court, and ſtood fair for preferment, in 
that reign; when 4 Popiſh Queen bore ſo 
great a ſway, could not take a more effetFual 
method; thay by attempting to prove, that the 


Pope was Not Antichriſt, The man of fin, 


a2 1 


A popiſh Prieſt (as it was thought) wrote © 


And, indeed, whoever would have made inte- 
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*. The PREPACE. | 


or the tyrannical and oppreſſive power prophe- 
ſied o,, in holy ſcripture: who would apoftatize 


from pure Chriſtianity; corrupt the religion of 
Jeſus ; and perſecute the true profeſſors of it. 


0% 


ſo horrible; and our danger, from the deteſta- 


ble and unprovoked rebellion 1745, is ſo freſh 


in our minds; the zeal of Popiſh emiſſaries is 
fo great, and thetr diligence (after repeted diſ- 


appointments) ſo conſtant, reſtleſſe and unwea- 


ried, that Proteſtant divines ſhould never be 


off their guard; but ought to take all fair me- 
thods of fortifying the minds of their own peo- 
ple; and guarding them againſt that amazing 


apoſtaſy, and every tendency thereto. 


Our firſt reformers were convinced that this 
grand corruption of the pure religion of Jelus 


was planely foretold. And accordingly, they 


made uſe of this, as one argument, among many 
others, to overthrow Popery ; and to confirm 
the Proteſtant religion, and the free uſe of the 


feriptures. 


This continued to be the prevailing opinion of 
the greateſt and beſt of our Engliſh divines, 


till the latter end of the reign of King James 


the firſt. Bur then , our Princes, marrying 


into popiſh families, gave a check to this ſort of 
language; and rendered the opinion quite un- 


genteel and unfaſhionable. It was not the way 


to preferment; nor looked upon, as a proper 
complaiſance to the Court, to point out the 


| Biſhop of Rome as the man of fin, &c. Aud 


Biſhop 


* 


The PREFACE, * 
Biiſbop Montague was among the moſt forward 
= ond zealous to beat down ſuch an opinion. He, 
= therefore, racked his invention to prove Maho- 
met to be the perſon, and not the Pope. But 
(though, by ſuch methods, he roſe to a Biſhoprick, 
and was a favorite divine at court) bis argu- 
ments are nevertheleſſe vain and inconclufrve. 
For, | ; | 
(1.) Suppoſe Conſtantinople to Rand upon 
ſeven hills, It is notorious that antient Rome 
did ſo ikewiſe, And Conſtantinople was not 
the city, which then reigned over the Kings of 
the earth, Whereas theſe $wo marks were both 
united in St. John's prophetic deſcription of ſpi- 
ritual Babylon; the ſeat of idolatry, perſecu- 
tion, and all manner of vice, Rev. xvil. 9; 18. 
(2.) This man of ſin was propheſied of, as 
one that would come with all power, and ſigns, 
and lying wonders. Now the learned men 
among the Mahometans allow that their pro- 
phet worked no miracles ; and Mahomet him- 
ſelf, in the Koran, lays no claim to them. 
Whereas the pretences to miracles, in the Church 
of Rome, are notorious and numberleſſe. | 
(3.) IF authorities could fignifie any thing, 
we might confront the authority of Biſhop Mon- 
tague, not only with that of the great and 
incomparable Sir Iſaac Newton, and a va 
number of the moſt learned and beſt of the Pro- 
 feftant divines; but even with that of Eſtius, 
who was a more learned man than Biſhop Mon- 
 tague, and a profeſſed Papiſt. For, in bis 
notes 


\s 
3 The PREFACE. 


notes on 1 John ii. 22. be expreſsly declares, 
« that Mahomet could not be the Antichriſt, 
A ſpoken of, in Scripture, as appears from 
2 Theſſ. ii, For be neither pretended to be 
« 4 God; nor was his coming with all pow- 
<0 and ſigns, and lying wonders, Fc.“ 
| F. owever, we rely on the firengtb of our ar- 
guments, and not on any mere human authori ty 


whatever. 


Te firft edition of the Letter on prayer as 
tranſlated into high-dutch, af Vienna, about 
ken or eleven years ago; with a recommendatory 

preface ; — by the reverend and learned Dr. 
14 5 who is now a Profeſſor of Divinity, 
in the univerſity of Gottingen, in the Elecla- 


rate of Hanover. 

In the ſecond edition, there were a great 
many additions and alterati ons. In this third 
edition, there are ſome few corrections and alte- 
rations, which were not in either of tbe former 
editions. 

BR he texts, ** ng to letting and reproba- 
tion, deſerve to be more critically examineq 
tban I have yet ſeen. But enough has been faid 
to lead Chriſtians into the proper interpretation. 

And, indeed, the generality of Chriſtians, 4- 
mong us, ſeem now to he fully ſatisfied, that 
abſolute and unconditional election and re- 
probation are not the doctrines, either of right 


reaſon, or of haly W ＋ 


g The PREFACE. vit, 
25 5005 "whith 1 take to be about a fourt th 
part, 5 the Jews, in and about this great city, 
were to be converted to Chriſtianity And, in 
order to their joining in communion with one, or 
more, of our Chris an churches, - ſhould infif 
upon it, that the Engliſh Chriftians ſhould be 


circumciſed, and tube on them the obſervation 


of the Law of Moſes, , as well as that of the 
goſpel of Chriſt : = ben the ol controverſie, 
which made ſuch a noiſe in the apoſtles days, 
would be el and the Epiſtles of St. Paul 


(particular yo the Romans and to the Galati- 


ans ) would b 


untlerſtood with more clearneſſe uni 


. than they have been commonly, * 


theſe later ages of the Chriſtian church. 


But as, at preſent, this is not likely t 3. 


tain in fat, oe muſt fuppoſe things in ſuch u 
fituation ; and keep that 4 in s in View, Qs 


emſtantly ant clearly as we are able: And'then 
we ſhall not miſe of 1 the Fi of the Apoſtle 5 


reaſoning. 


The brief account of Calvin's cauſing Ser- 


vetus to be burned, at Geneva, for an heretic, 


has (I underſtand ) ai pegel ſome per ſons. 


When it was publiſhed, without a name, in 
ſome. papers of The Old Whig, there was no 
ſuch clamor raiſed againſt it. If TI bad pub- 
 biſhed it, a ſecond time, without my name, it 
would have been ſaid, That I was aſhamed ta 
own it. When I publiſhed it with my name, 
then it gave the offence. This bas led me to offer 


* *p0'0gy for my publiſhing it; to aſſign the 


reaſons 


* 


1 3 
; F & 3 4 
6 - SF. $2 34 4 1 a + 
1 4.4 A 8 7 2 "_— { = 4 * 15 * ” of © Th * * 5 
. N 8 ; : 8 ” 24 38 R , 1 27 87 +. - 7 * THE - l 
8 7 . 7 5 oe”, 4 C # * 1 1 py 1 . 2 9 _ PR - pu 2 2 FP 
* '# > k 2 ” a 1 : 8 8 8 8 4 * « * 1 4 . 8 . LS . a : — A r : = 
" * - - ju * fo . 7 2 a a - = — 
* 1 * : N 1 — & 0 - 22 * 4 a Q n WN : LY nog — 8 — n ” — 122 . 6 y 2 " — us nate 
% v8 ft £52 5 "ie" , . : 1 1 2 1 n 3 8 r e108 7,458 K — nd morn © p — g 
% 3 9 + 4 _ "I" . * o — * Ps N 6. TI” 4 : — 2 - F 
4 - 1 8 — We 2 0 . ELIE #3 FI 2 - CER pt hn = _—_— N 2 2 EY - _ — rn 
£ n * 3 . wy n A r . ET —— — our AT = OE — . 3 
3 ” 4 2 RN ” A 
. NE . 
P L 1 F 


vil. The P R 5 F A c 1 
reaſons, which induced me to it; and 60 * 
the principal oljetti ons, which have been raiſed 
againſt it. | 

. Thave no malice, nor adit to Calvin, nor 

fo any of the human race. I wiſh no harm 10 
Bis followers, but the greateſt poſſible good; but 
T1 aiflike perſecution and mag, 
wherever I find them. 
Fur that reaſon, I have added the brief ac- 
count of Archbiſhop Laud's cruel treatment of 
Dr. Leighton: Not to exaſperate. any perſon, 
or party ; but to deter all from a ſpirit of un- 
cbari tableneſſe; and to cauſe us, if Poſtble, BF 
repete our animoſities no more. 

The eſſay concerning the belief of things, 
which are above reaſon, has lain by me, ſome 
time. And is now publiſhed, that Chriſtians 
may underſtand one another ; and that infidels may 
1 Hager miſrepreſent and inful us, upon this 
bea 
Jo promote truth, peace, hberty, chari- 
ty, and the moſt diffuſroe bappineſſe to man- 
kind, is the great end, for which J defire to live; 
and that glorious cauſe, for which (if I ſhould be 
called to it) I look upon myſelf as obliged, even 
to dare to die. 


Preſcot- ſtreet, Goodman's- fields. | 
London, September 1, 1747. 


N. B. The Supplement is publiſhed by itſelf; 
for the ſake of thoſe, who have the former 
editions of the other pamphlets; and do 


not chooſe to buy this Collection of Tracts. 
0 2 N. 
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Brief Account fc C AL 15 IN's Treat- 


ment of SERVETUS, againſt ſome 


x 


| NUR FA 
OME have infinuated that the 
facts are falſe. 3 
Anſuer. Upon ſeeing | it prove 
that the facts are falſe, by folid  _ 
| © proofs and impartial” evidence, _ 
| they ſhall be otherwiſe related. ren, #7) 


they muſt ſtand as t ey are. 
of his s profeſſed adverſaries will not eaſily b e 
admitted. Epiſcopi (on 1 John i. 1. 
orks, p. 17 II.) intimates ihat 8 
ſome repreſen Servetus as 


fe. And then adds, — | y 6 Although he 
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A Defence of the Account of 


ſeems to have held a very different opinion, 


as we may ſee from Calvin. For we have 


not been allowed to ſee Servetus's own wri- 
tings.” CT, | = | 
John Fox (in his Acts and Monuments, 


Vol. II. p. 534.) firſt repreſents the Papiſts 


as burning thoſe whom they term Heretics. 


And yet (ſais he) the malignity of thoſe 
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burn.“ 


adverſaries doeth not here ceaſe, For, af- 
ter that the fire hath conſumed their bo- 


dies, then they fall upon their books; and 


condemn them, in like manner, to be 


burned. And no man muſt be ſo hardy 


as to read them, or keep them, under 
pain of hereſie. But, before they have a- 
boliſhed theſe books, firſt they gather ar- 


| ticles out of them, ſuch as they liſt : 


themſelves: and ſo perverſly wreſt and 
wring them, after their own purpoſe, falſe- 
ly, and contrary to the right meaning of 
the author; as may ſeem, after their put- 
ing down, to be moſt heretical and exe- 
crable. Which being done, and the books 
then aboliſhed, that no man may confer - 
[or compare] them with their articles, to 


* {pie their falſhood ; then they divulge and 
ſet abroad thoſe articles, in ſuch fort as 


"Te 


princes and people may ſee what heretics 

they were, And this is the rigor of their 
proceſſe and proceding againſt theſe perſons, 
whom thus they purpoſe to condemn and 


When 


Calvin's Treatment of Servetus. 5 
When violent men and fierce perſecutors 
have procured the death of one who differs in 
opinion from them, and have burned his 
books, I confeſſe I am greatly inclined to call 
1n queſtion their repreſentations of his opi- 
nions; and deſire further evidence, concerhing Oo 
the truth and reality of them; or a more fair, | 
candid, and impartial repreſentation of what | 
his ſentiments really were. | 
Tf his worſt opinions are fit to be picked out 
of his writings and publiſhed, in order to be 
confuted : Why may we not read them in his q 
own writings? Why is he not permitted to 1 
ſpeak for himſelf? Surely every man beſt un- 
derſtands his own ſentiments; and his own 
writings are the moſt likely to give one the 
moſt juſt idea of them, 
We know very well, that a man's own il 
words may be ſo quoted, as to repreſent his l 
opinions in. quite another manner, than they | 
appear in his own writings, when read in ode | 
proper connection. — How much more, when 
a word is added, or left out; or another ſub- 
ſtituted in its place. . 1 
What party will allow, that their fierceſt | 1 
adverſaries have juſtly repreſented their ſen- 
timents: notwithſtanding they have quoted 5 
their very words; and, perhaps, refered to 
the page, from which hey have cope 
them? 
One might mention atten: who, in the 
heat of controverſie, have miſrepreſented the 
A 3 opinions 


Oe - IO |, 1 a, ge v4 „„ 
4 „ oo er He 


e us. * 
— — CI 


Ků* 3 „ Yes 
o die <woas _— — "EY 


PF. 2 wn EY tn er _—_ yes n Re ONE 8 FOR Ar © GIS de ove 
A REES: RY — "I ** Ih 7 
— SA of — — ö * 


_— 
_ * 22 
* 


5 * 
1 
2 ? 
=—_ 
; 14 
* * 
1 
# 

: 1 
2 MN 
I by 

*4q 
N 7 y 
F 5 1 
_ 

- T * 
I! 
E 
vob 
* 
1 
F 
4 | 
= 4 
= 
= „ 
4 7 
Y 
. 1 
9 x 
= 
Bl 
4. 


6 ”—” Defence of the Account / 


opinions of their adverſaries; even while 
their adverſaries have been alive, and their 
books very common. — What would ſuch 
have done, with reſpect to the dead; eſpe- 


cially if their books had been burned ; and a 


fair repreſentation of their real ſentiments 


could not have been come at? 


O6zefF., II. It hath been inquired, why i = 


this account publiſhed nom? 


Anſ. To this it may be replied, by ano- 


ther inquiry, which was actually made, by 


ſome plane, honeſt people, in the country, 
upon their reading The brief account. — © Is 
e this true (ſaid they?) And, if it be true, 
«© why were we not told of it before?! 
Object. III. Why are Calvin's faults rip'd 
* up, and his failings thus expoſed to put 
66 lic view?” 
Anſ. Why has the en mentioned the 
faults of 1 Iſaac, and Jacob; ; and 
eſpecially of King David? Why is it left 
upon record, that the apoſtle Peter three 


times denied his Lord and Maſter; and that 


at laſt with oaths and imprecations? Why! 
but to let us ſee that ſome good men have 


had great faults and blemiſhes in their cha- 


rafters? And to caution us to beware of 
thoſe, and like crimes? I acknowlege, Calvin 
helped forward the Reformation from Pope- 
ry; for which reaſon I revere his memory. 
But was Calvin a better man than the patri- 


archs, nen and 1 Why then 
ſhould 


Calvin's Treatment of Servetus. 7 


ſhould we ſhow more tenderneſſe to his cha- 
rafter, than the ſcriptures have ſhown to 
them and their characters? It is this pallia- 

ting the vices of great men, and ſhuting our 
eyes upon their crimes, that has been the 
ruine of virtue and true religion. If Calvin 
did wrong, in perſecuting his Chriſtian bro- 
ther, let us not ſcreen Calvin, but condemn 
perſecution i in friend or enemy; leſt it be ſuſ- 


pected that we condemn it in our enemies 


only, but like it in our friends, and thoſe of 
our own party. 


Ob; edt. IV. © Servetus called Caluin ſeve- 


ow 


= hard names, and gave him abundance 
of ill language; ; ſo that Calvin had re- 


0 


cc 


cc 


„ man,” 


It was too 5 the cuſtom « that 
86 to aſe virulent language 1 in controverſy, 
and call their adverſaries many hard names. 
And Servetus is greatly to be blamed for his 
Indecent language. But then it ought to be 
remembered that Calvin uſed very harſh lan- 
guage in return; and did not come much be- 
hind Servetus in calling hard names, and 
treating his adverſary with opprobrious terms. 


And that, about two hours before he was 
executed, Ser vetus beged Calvin's pardon for 


all the abuſive language he had uſed towards 
him: But we do not find that Calvin beged 

his pardon, though he had uſed very coarſe 
A4. Hanguage 


ceived great provocation, by the treatment 
he had met with, from that worthleſſe 
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8 A Defence of the Account of 


language to Servetus: And, what is more, 
had procured againſt him the moſt dreadful 
ſentence of being burned to death. 

However, I think it evident, that a man 1s 


not to be burned to death, for having uſed 


ſharp and unmannerly language, either in 


converſation or controverſy. 


Object. V. It has been objected, © That I 
take the part of Servetus, and thereby plane- 
ly ſhow that Iam of his ſentiments. Now, 
te to patronize fo vile a wretch, in order to 
* wound the character on: Catvin, is very 
« amazing.“ 

Au. Surely they have not read The brief 
account, who can talk in this manner. I am 
ſo far from being of Servetus's ſentiments ; 
that, in ſome reſpects, I do not well know 
what his ſentiments were. In other parti- 
culars, where I do underſtand him, I greatly 
differ from him. And there are ſome of his 
opinions; which (if his adverſaries have re- 
preſented them juſtly) I abhor and deteſt. 

He ſeems to me very often to have had a 


c 


c 


Lay 


ov - 


very confuſed notion of his ſubject, and was 
far from expreſſing himſelf intelligibly and 
clearly. I do, by no means, think that he 
explaned the Scriptures well; or was a ſolid, 
judicious critic, But what then? Muſt a 


man be burned alive, becauſe he has a con- 
fuſed head ? If fo, Lord have mercy upon the mul. 
titude ! and even upon fone perſons, who greatly 


differ in opinion from Servetus! The more 


weak 


Calvin's Treatment of Servetus. 9 

weak and injudicious Servetus was, the more þ 
| ſhould Calvin have pitied him; and uſed —_ 

with more humanity and tenderneſſe, in or- 

der to have compoſed his mind, and to have 
brought him to more clear views of what 4 
was true and right ; * 

Object. VI. It has been aſked, © Have, _ 

not you gratified the Papiſts, by blacken- { 
te ing the character of the great reformer ?? ??! IM 
Anſ. Did not the Papiſis know of this * 
ſtory long ago? Or could -it have been con- | 
cealed from chem, n I had not publiſh- 
ed 1 it? 

However, it is my opinion that, if any of ä 
the Papiſts read the Brief Account, they will Al 
not thank me for it, nor be much oratified 
thereby. For J have intimated that the 
Church of Rome is the mother of perſecution, as 
well as of many other abominations ; that, in 
her communion, Calvin learned his uncha- 
ritableneſſe and bigotry ; ; that from thence he 
derived his perſecuting principles; and that he 
could not ſhake off that moſt cruel and worſt | } 
part of Popery, when he ſhook off the autho- TE 
rity of the Pope, and many of their ſuperſti- = 
tions and abſurdities. ” i 

The beſt way to ſupport the reformation, is, . it | 
freely to condemn all the falſe principles and P%. 
unjuſtifiable conduct of the reformers, and of | 
all other Proteftants ; and to defend that alone, / 
which can be defended by right reafon and | 
(cripture juſtly applied. — | 
But, #:) 
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10 A Defence of the Account of 


teftants, and juſtfie perſecution in them; we 
ſhall never be able thoroughly to defend the 


cating, uncharitable principles of the Church 
= manner, is inſinuating that all his follow- 
in their power. 
intimated any ſuch thing. But ſuch as are 


guilty, of all ſects and parties, I thought it 


ly hope that, if any Calvinifts have been of 


be induced to throw off ſuch a bigoted, nar- | 


I the ſtake, but three years before, at the inſtigation 
„ theſe very annotations, he could not forbear juſtify- 


in his opinions even to death, [in his note on 2 Pet. i. 


But, if we will defend the faults of Pro- 


reformed religion; and overthrow the perſe- 


of Rome. VU 
OHHect. VIE © Attacking Calvin, in this 


c ers are of his principles; and would perſe- 
e cute thoſe that differ from them, if it were 


. 5» bs 


Anfw. 1 do not believe that all Calvinifts 
are of his perſecuting principles, nor have I 


my duty to condemn, And I would willing- 


their Maſter's narrow ſentiments hitherto, 
they will confider to what lengths ſuch a 
temper may poſſibly lead them; and thereby 


row, and unchriſtian ſpirit d. 


Ohjell. 


Mr. Euhn (in his reply to Mr. Martin, &c. p. 
25 3.) ſais, That Beza's annotations were printed by 
«© Stephens, at Geneva, at a time and place, flaming 
„with bitter zeal and prejudice againſt all Antitrini- 
% farians; where Servetus had been cruelly burned at 


A 


« of Calvin. And Beza was ſo full of it, that, in 
« ing the fact. Having mentioned Servetus's ſtanding 


6c 4-] he adds an ironical ſcoff, not much leſſe _ 
| „% than 


Calvin's Treatment of Servetus. 11 
Ozje&. VIII. © Should you have publiſhed 


« the faults of our great reformer, at a 


time when Chriſtianity itſelf is ſo boldly _ 


« ſtruck at; and all the principles of reli- 
gion ſo daringly called in queſtion?” 
Anſw. One thing, which has increaſed the 


1 number of 7nfidels, has been the Chriſtians 


making uſe of ſo many pious frauds, and 
winking hard at the faults of perſons of their 
own way; while they have opened their eyes 
wide upon the miſtakes and foibles of thoſe 
of a different party, *" _ „ 

If ever we would defend our common 
Chriſtianity effectually, and anſwer the An- 
tirevelationiſis to any good purpoſe, we mult 
give up thoſe principles and practices which 
cannot be fairly defended, and hold faſt thoſe 
alone which may be ſupported by truth and 
evidence. : : 

It is now above 200 years ſince the com- 
mencement of the reformation. Is it not, 


then, a ſhame and a reproach to proteſtants 


of all denominations, that there ſhould yet 
be among them any pretences to infallibility ; 

| PEST or 
te than his death itſelf ; funt tamen, qui magnam bono 
* viro injuriam putant factam; i. e. yet, good man! 
* ſome think he had great wrong done him.” 

Now, in my edition of Beza (printed at Cambridge 
1642.) J have the pleaſure to find, that this, bitter ſar- 
calm is left out. And, from thence conclude, that 
Beza, upon mature conſideration, ſaw he had gone too 


far; and that it was no wonder, ſome thcught that Ser- 


vetus had great wrong done him.—All ſuch retractations 
are very commendable, - 


＋ 


r 


” 9 3 > q i 1 * * Wo 
.. NGA reli At foe Doren et gs oh 9 i —— 
* * - CIT; LE; v 9 * ona at — e s rr r . 


7 7. %as > 
r . 


1 1 5 
*q 1 
Wi . | 
”Y 2 
1 
£8 
[} 
4 
9 j 
KD 
175 
5 
5 
7 * 


ab 
* 


— 


—— 3 , — 1 * 4 
— - AA 2 D 2 7 


rn SO Nd eto. BAG 
2393 


Ke 0 Tg ON <8 
| : 


to DI Eat"; 
„ MA a6 


'12 A Defence of the Account of 

or any remains of bigotry and perſecution ; 
the very worſt part of Popery? That the 
free, noble and generous ſpirit of benevolence 
and liberty has not yet had an univerſal ſpread 


among them; and rooted out the Hirit of 


perſecution and uncharitableneſſe, in all the kinds 
and degrees thereof? If ſuch a ſpirit and 
temper were diffuſed among us and prevail- 
ed, the more ſober and conſiderate enemies 
of revelation would be more ready to hearken 
to what we have to ſay. And, as to the body 
of them, who have never read the Bible 


through, with any tqlerable care and atten- | 
tion; who wiſh Chriſtianity may be falſe, 


becauſe it is convenient for them that it ſhould 
be ſo; inaſmuch as it condemns their vices, 


and threatens them with a righteous judg- 


ment to come, and a terrible hereafter ; 
— when we had gained the more virtuous 
and judicious, ſuch looſe and abandoned per- 
fons, would either be put out of countenance, 
as having nothing plauſible to fay in their 
own vindication; — or they would ſhow 


mankind, That they are againſt revelation, 
purely becauſe revelation is againſt them, 


At a time when all religion is fo boldly 


truck at, we ought not to load religion with 
the pretended power and authority of any | 
man, or number of men. We ought to 


content ourſelves with being Chriſtians, and 


not liſt ourſelves into a party, and glory in 


the name of particular heads and leaders. One 
— alone 
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ahne is our maſter, our head and our Lord, 


viz. Jeſus Chriſt; and we ſhould glory in his 
name only: We ſhould take our religion from 
his word, and make that the ole tandard.— 


Then ſhould we bring about the moſt glorious 


reformation, id:zed ! not by burning of here- 


ics (i. e. of perſons who differ from us, no 


more than we differ from them) not by hunt- 
ng down thoſe whom we cannot convince; 
— but by the force of evidence, and in the 


fpirit of love and meekneſſe; by kind treat- 


ment, invincible arguments, and inoffenſive, 
holy and exemplary lives. Then would tle 


glorious ſpirit of liberty and charity flow in 


every vein, and beat in every pulſe; the moſt 
godlige benevolence warm every heart, and in- 
fuence every action. Then would the ſalva- 
n of” God be nigb unto them that fear him, 


and glory dwell in our land! mercy and truth 
would meet together: righteouſneſſe and peace 


would imbrace each other! Truth would ſpring 
out of the earth, and ene look doen 
from heaven] 

This is a reformation devoutly to be 
wiſhed for, by every humane and virtuous 


man! A ſpetacle, which God might look 


den upon with pleaſure! A reformation, 
which would bring glory to God on high, 
peace on earth, and the moſt extenſive be- 
ncyolence among men! 


God 
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14 Defence of the Account of, &c. . 
| God grant that it may be effected, and 
\- take place ſpeedily; not only in our happy 
_—_— —- iſland, but over the face of the whole globe! | 

1 And may every creature, in heaven and on 
I Z earth, with one unanimous, applauding voice, | 


1 ſay, Even ſo, Amen ! 
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Archbiſhop L A U D's cruel Treat- 
ment of Doctor LEIGHTON. 


B bas been objected that I have 
FF 2+ publiſhed Calvin's treatment of Ser- 
vetus, becauſe I diſlike Calvin's pe- 
voce ee culiar ſentiments. 927 
Anſwer. I have defered the conſideration 
of this objection 'till now, that I might an- 
ſwer it by itſelf, and more at large. 
As for my agreement with, or differing 
from, the principles of Calvin, I only take the 
lame liberty with him, that I do with every 
other fallible man; i. e. I agree with him, as 
far as I apprehend he agrees with rigbt reaſon 
and ſcripture; but, where I apprehend he 
differs from them, I look upon it as my duty 
to differ from him, and frankly and honeſtly. 
to declare my ſentiments. i 


* I will 


18 18 Archbiſhop Laud's Treatment © 
[ 5 I will take away no man's liberty from 
TY bim; neither ſhall any man, with my con- 
ſent, take away my liberty from me. I call 
no man Maſter, upon earth. FJeſus Chriſt, 
and he alone, is my maſter, and my guide. 
is Fathers and councils, antients and moderns, are 
is all alike to me. In what I think them right, 
1 I follow them ; in what I think them wrong, 
1 I make no ſcruple of rejecting their opinions. 
= No venerable names ſhall induce me to im- 
= brace what I apprehend to be falſe. No 
18 __ branded names ſhall deter me from receiving 
is | what appears to me to be true. 
if But, to ſhow that I like perſecution no bet- 
1 e ter in an Arminian than in Calvin himſelf, I | 
A will ſet before the reader a brief account of 
= Archbiſhop Laud's treatment of The Reverend 
| Alexander Leighton, D. D. father to the | 
pious and excellent Archbiſbop Leighton, whom 
Biſhop Burnet ſo highly applauds, in the hi- 
ſtory of his own life and times. Weg: 
In the year 1629, during the ſeſſion of parli- 
ament, Dr. Leighton publiſhed a book, which 
gave great offence, The occaſion of his writing 
1 ut 
r See Ruſhworth, p. 55. Oldmixon's Hiſtory of the 
Stuarts, Vol. I. p. 110. N. B. Mr. Oldmixon copied 
his account from a MS. drawn up by Dr. Leighton him- 
ſelf, which was preſented to Parliament, See alſo Mr. 


Pierce's Vindication, &c. p. 177, &c. Mr. Neale's 
Hiſtory of the Puritans, Vol. II. p. 217, 218; 385, 
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IM 386. Mr. Chandler's Introduction, prefixed to his tranſ- 
FW lation of Linborch's Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, p. 81, &c. 
TY His Hiſtory of Perſecution, p. 367, &c, And his 749 
7% Letters to Dr. Berriman, . 


„ Dr. Leighton. : 19 
it was this, The high-commiſſion court, and the 


ſpiritual courts, had rendered Dr. Laud (who 
was then Biſhop of London) and his brethren, 
odious to the nation; and therefore ſeveral 

gentlemen and citizens went to Dr. Leigbton's 
| houſe, in Black-Friars, London, to deſire 


him to draw up articles againſt the oppreſſion 


of thoſe Prælates; —which, after much per- 
ſuaſion, he did. And thoſe articles, with 
his expatiating upon them, made up a book, 


which he intitled, An appeal to parliament, 


or Zion's plea againſ} Prœlacy. He was then 


deſired to go beyond ſea and print it: which 
he would not do; till ſeveral pious, learned, 

and judicious divines and gentlemen (ſome of 
whom were members of parliament) had ſeen 


it; and he had about 5oo hands ſet to it, by 
Way of approbation. 
Then Dr. Leighton went abroad, and re- 


turned to England, after ſome time, with 
ſome printed copies of that book; which was 


printed at his own great expence and loſſe. 
Two copies of it were delivered to the parlia- 
ment, two days before they were diſſolved. 


And, when it came to be peruſed, it was 
found that he had ſpoken, not only with 
freedom, but with very great rudeneſſe and 
indecency, againſt Biſbops, calling them men 
of blood; and ſaying, We do not read of a 


. againſt God's people, in any nation, than 


. in this, ſince the death of Queen Eliza- 


B 2 -er. 


greater perſecution, and higher indignities, 
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26 Archbiſhop Laud's Treatment 
« beth,” He called the Prelacy of the 


Church, Antichriſtian; he ſpoke vehemently 


againſt the Canons and ceremonies; and faid, 
* That the Church hath her laws from the 
te Scripture, and that no ooh may make 
* laws for the houſe of God. He called the 


Popiſh queen, a daughter of Heth: and con- 
heed with ſaying, What pity it is that ſo 


ce ingenuous and tractable a King, ſhould be 
% ſo monſtrouſly abuſed by the Biſhops, to 
the undoing of himſelf and his ſubjects?” 

The warmth and freedom of theſe expreſ- 
ſions is not to be juſtified ; yet let the benevo- 


lent and unprejudiced reader judge, whether 
they bear any proportion to the ſentence, that 


was paſſed, and executed, upon him. 
Not long after the book had been delivered 


out of Black- Friars Church, from hearing a 
ſermon: and, with a ada of ſtaves 


and bills, draged him to the houſe of Dr. 


Laud, then Biſhop of London. As they were 
carrying him along ; they, all the way, called 
bim by the opprobrious names of Jęſuit and 
8 In the Biſbop of London's houſe, he 


was impriſoned, and a ſtrong guard ſet over 
him. There he was kept, without food, till 
ſeven in the evening; when Dr. Laud, 


Biſhop of London, and Dr. Corbet, Biſhop of 


Oxford, came from Fulbam- Houſe, with a 


great number of attendents. Dr, _ 
en 


to the parliament, two high-commiſſion purſut- 3 
vants arreſted Dr. Leighton, as he was coming 


4 


of Dr, Leighton. 21 


then demanded an hearing: and one of the 
purſuivants made as if he ſhould have had 
one, But, inſtead of that, the goaler of 


Newgate was ſent for, who came with a 
ſtrong power of halberts and ſtaves; and 


claping Dr. Leighton in irons, they carried 


him through a blind, hollow, ſubterraneous 
paſſage into Newgate; where opening a gate 
into the ſtreet (which ſome ſay had not been 
opened ſince the days of bloody Queen Mary) 
they thruſt him into a loathſome and ruinous 


dog-hole, full of rats and mice; which had 


no light, but what came through a little 
grate, There, the roof being uncovered, the 
ſnow and rain beat in upon him. He had 
no beding, nor any place to make a fire, but 


the ruines of an old, ſmoaky chimney, 
There he was kept, without meat or drink, 


from tueſday night to thurſday noon, 

In that doleful place and condition was he 
kept cloſe, with two doors faſtened upon 
him, for the ſpace of 15 weeks. And fo 
long they ſuffered no friend to come near him, 


But, after 15 weeks, his wife, and ſhe alone, 


gained admittance. 
On the fourth day after his commitment, 


the high-commiſſion purſuivants, under the | 


conduct of one of the Sheriffs of London, and 


attended with the Sheriffs men, went to 


Dr. Leighton's houſe in Black-friars, under 


pretence of ſearching for Feſuits books. There 


thoſe ſons of plunder laid violent hands upon 
B z „ 


R rr 2 


22 Archbiſhop Laud's Treatment 
his diſtreſſed wife, and uſed her with ſuch 


barbarous inhumanity and indecency, as it is 
a ſhame to expreſſe. They rifled every per- 
fon in the houſe; and held a piſtol to the 
breaſt of a boy of five years of age, threatning 
to ſhoot him, if he would not tell where the 
books were; — which ſo affrighted the poor 
child, that he never recovered it all his days. 
They broke open preſſes, cheſts and boxes, 
though the family would readily have opened 
them, to have facilitated their ſearch, They 
tore up the very boards of the houſe, and de- 
ſtroyed every thing at their pleaſure. They 
robed the Doctor's houſe, and carried off all 
the books and MSS. they could find, They, 
likewiſe, carried away his houſhold- ſtuff, ap- 
parel, arms, and other things, leaving no- 
thing which they had a mind to have: though 
Mrs. Leighton put them in mind, that a day 
of reckoning might come. They alſo took 
away a great number of Dr. Leighton's books 
from one Mr. Archer, with whom they had 
been depoſited for greater ſecurity. 
The keeper of Newgate denied Dr. Leighton 
a copy of his commitment. Upon which, 
| his wife, with ſome other friends, repaired 
to one of the Sheriffs of London, offering 
bail, according to the ſtatute in that behalf; 
which ſtatute being ſhown, by an attorney 
at law, the ſherift replied, He wiſhed the 
laws of the land, and the privileges of the ſub- 
ject, had never been named in parliament, &c. 


- 


Jo 


of Dr. Leighton. - 4 


The creatures of the high-commiſſion- 
court went to Dr. Leighton in Newgate, and 
would have examined him; but he re- 

| fuſed to anſwer them, or acknowlege the au- 
thority of that court; though he profeſſed 
himſelf ready to anſwer any officer, who came 

to examine him, by the king's authority, 

Thu Dr. Leighton (having already ſuffered 
in body, liberty, family, eſtate and houſe) 
at the end of fifteen weeks was ſerved with 4 

ſubpena, on information, laid againſt him by 
Sir Robert Heath, his Majeſty's attorney- 
general, who went to him in Newgate; and 
(as Dr. Leighton himſelf expreſſes it) uſed him 
with. cruelty and deceit, ee one 
Reeves, another tool of Biſhop Laud's, went 
to Newgate, and, with flattering, deceitful 
promiſes, got Dr. Leighton to confeſſe, that 
he wrote the book he was charged with. Af- 
ter that, he went again to Newgate, and 


would have had Dr. Leighton to have confeſſed 


Who put him upon writing the book; pro- 


miſing him not only pardon, but other fa- 
vors, if he would frankly tell him. But 
Dr. Leighton, like a brave man, would not 
mention one of near 500, who had ſet their 
names to his book, by way of approbation; 

as knowing the miſeries, to which he would 
have expoſed them by ſuch a nomination. 
Upon' that refuſal, he was brought into the 
Star- chamber-court, and required to put in 
en anſwer to a long invective, called an in- 
B 4 ar matten. 
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Formation. Which he did, to the ſatisfaction 
of all unprejudiced perſons. He owned the 
. writing of the book, but ſaid that it was done 
with no ill intention; his deſign being only 
to lay theſe things before the next purliament, 
for their conſideration. 821 0 
But things were carried with ſo high an 
hand, that no council dared to plead for him, 
nor any body to appear in his behalf. 
There were other circumſtances, which 
diſcovered the inveterate malice of his ene- 
mies. It did more than appear to four phy- 
ſiciane, who examined the caſe, that poiſon 
had been given to Dr. Leighton, in Newgate, 
For his hair and {kin came off, in adiſtem- 
per, which was attended with loathſome 
ſymptoms, But, notwithſtanding a cettifi- 
_ cate was given under the hands of thoſe four 
phy ſicians, and an affidavit made by an At- 
torney, that his diſeaſe was deſperate, — and 
it was unfit to bring him into court, yet no- 
thing would ſerve Biſhop Laud; but, in the 
midſt of that deſperate diſorder and great diſ- N 
treſſe, the following ſentence was paſſed 
upon him, though abſent; and that court una- 
nimouſly decreed, June 4, 1630. That 
*© Dr. Leighton ſhould be committed to the 
priſon of the Fleet for life, and pay a fine 
of 10,0001. (though they knew be was not 
** worth ſo much) that the high-commiſſion 
* ſhould degrade him from his miniſiry; and 
** that then he ſhould be brought to the 5 


0 
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ec lory at Weſtminſter, while the court was 
« ſiting, and be whiped. After whiping, 
<« be ſet upon the pillory, a convenient time; 

«© and have one of his ears cut off, one fide of 

„„ his nofe flit, and be branded in his face, 
« witha double S. S. for 4 Sower of Sedition 
„ That then he ſhould be carried back to 
« priſon; and, after a few days, be pilloried 
te again in Cheapfide; and be there likewiſe 
« whiped, and have the other fide of his 
« noſe flit, and his other ear cut off; and 
then be ſhut up, in cloſe priſon, for the 
e remainder of his life.“ 

That pious, merciful, and truly Chriſtian 
Biſhop, Dr. Loud, pulled off his cap, when 
this horrible ſentence was pronounced, and 
gave God thanks for it; — like one who had 
obtained a Rg vietory over his moſt mortal 
enemy, 

A Knight moved one of the Lords about 
the dreadful nature of the ſentence, intima- 
ting that it opened a gap to the Prælates, to 
inflict ſuch diſgraceful uniſhments and tor- 
tures upon men of quality. That Lord re- 
plied, © It was only in Zerrorem, and that he 
* would not have any one think that the 
* ſentence ſhould ever be executed.” But 
Biſhop Laud was reſolved it ſhould be exe- 
cuted, and accompliſhed his cruel intention. 

Between paſſing the ſentence and the exe- 
cution of it, Dr. Leighton found means ta 
elcape out of the Fleet priſon ; by the aſſiſt- 


ance 
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ance (I ſuppoſe) of two Scots gentlemen; 
Mr. Elpbinſione, and Mr. Anderſon. For 
they were fined 500 J. a piece, for helping 
their countryman to flie from that infernal 
niſhment, However, Dr. Leighton was 
overtaken in Bedfordſhire and brought back 
to the Fleet. | 
November 26, part of the ſentence was ex- 
ecuted upon him, and that in a moſt tre- 
mendous manner; the hangman having been 
plied with ſtrong drink, all the night before; 
and likewiſe threatened, if he did not exe- 
cute the ſentence in a oruel manner. 

When he came to the place of execution, 
beſides other torments, his hands were tied to 
a ſtake, where he received 36 ſtripes on his 
naked back with a triple cord, every laſh. 
whereof brought away the fleſh, Then he 
was ſet in the pillory, in which he ſtood al- 
moft two hours in cold, froſt and ſnow. 
While he was in the pillory, one of his ears 
was cut off, one of his noſtrils flit, and one 
cheek branded with a red hot 3 iron, with the 
letters §. S. So that he was made a diſmal 
ſpectacle of miſey to God, to angels and to 
men. 

Alfter that, he was remanded to priſon ; and 
the next cruel handling of him we may take 
in the words of Biſhop Laud, who has re- 
corded both the executions in his diary. On 
* that day ſe'night, his ſores upon his back, 


« ear, noſe and face, being not yet TT: 
« he 
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* he was whiped again, at the pillory, in 
« Cheapſide; and had the remainder of his 
© ſentence executed upon him, by cuting off 
e the other ear, ſliting the other fide of his 
« noſe, and branding the other cheek.” 
Being ſo broken with ſuch terrible ſuffer- 
ings, he was unable to walk. However, the 
warden of the fleet would not ſuffer him to be 
carried in a coach; but hurried him away, by 
water, to the Fleet ; to the further indanger- 
ing of his life. 
In that priſon, he went through much 
barſh and cruel uſage, for the ſpace of eight 
years; paying more for 'a room than the va- 
lue of it; and not being allowed a bit of 
bread, or drop of water, but what he or his 
friends paid for. And, to increaſe the mi- 
ſery of that unhappy man, the Cler# of the 
Fleet once ſent for him to his office, and 
(without warrant, or any freſh offence given) 
ſet eight ſtrong fellows upon him, who tore 
his clothes, and bruiſed his body, fo that he 
never was well after; and then carried him, 
head and heels, to that loathſome place, the 
common goal; where (beſides the filthineſſe 
of the place and vileneſſe of the company) va- 
rious projects were ſet on fat to take away 
his life. 
Thus the reader has ſome account of Dr. 
Leighton's remarkable ſufferings: but many 


particulars are not recited, for the ſake of 
brevity. 


oo 
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In the year 1640. he preſented a petition 
to the /ong parliament, ſeting forth a brief 
narrative of his great and many ſufferings and 
hardſhips. — While the petition was reading, 
the houſe of Commons burſt out into tears. And 
the Clerk of that houſe was ordered to ſtop, 
once and again, till they had given ſome vent 
to their compaſſion ; and recovered themſelves 
to ſuch a compoſure of mind, as to be fit tao 
attend and hear the reſt. - 

When they had conſidered the caſe, they 
releaſed him from priſon, and voted that Dr, 
Laud, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſhould 
give ſatisfaction to Dr. Leiglron, for the da- 
mages ſuſtained, by 15 weeks impriſonment 
in Newgate, upon the faid Biſhop's warrant, 
Sc. They likewiſe voted, that the fine of 
10, ooo J. the ſentence of corporal puniſh- 
ment, the execution thereof, and the impri- 
ſonment thereupon, were all illegal. — But 
no ſufficient reparation, in this world, could 
poſſibly be made to a man fo r 

jured. 
WY Lights was of a ow ſtature, of a 
fair complection, and well known for his 
learning, and other abilities. And he muſt 
have had an excellent conſtitution to have 
lived ſo long, under ſuch cruel treatment. 
But his long and cloſe confinement (added to 
his other ſharp ſufferings) had ſo impaired 
his health ; that, when he was releaſed, he 
could hardly walk, tee. of RA... 
The | 
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The ſufferings of that learned man moved 
the compaſſion of the honeſt and unprejudiced 
people; and a brief recital of them melted the 
houſe of Commons into tears: but Biſhop 
Laud could pull off his cap, and devoutly 
thank God, when that cruel ſentence was 
paſſed : and could likewiſe coolly meditate 
upon it, in his cloſet ; and record the terrible 
execution of it, very minutely, in his diary ; 
though the humane and compaſſionate ſpirit 
of his great Lord and Maſter, would have 
taught him to have abhorred ſuch cruelty in 
others; and much more to have kept at the 
utmoſt diſtance from being the chief cauſe and 
author of it, himſelf. 8 
Thus have I ſet before my reader anothe 
inſtance of Proteſtants perſecuting of prote- 
ſtants: Such an inſtance this! as the records 
of the deteſtable court of inquiſition can 
hardly furniſh an example of greater cruelty. 
The Church of Rome, indeed, ſeems to be 
incurable. And the inſtances of the moſt 
barbarous cruelty there, ſo many and ſo ag- 
gravated, that there is no occaſion for me to 
recite any particular inſtances of that kind, 
Let the Albigenſes and Waldenſes ; let Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, of old; let Italy, 
France, Spain, and Portugal ; let the Eaſt 
and Weſt Indies, at preſent ; let the whole 
world, wherever they have had power, ſtand 
vp, and be witneſſes to Popiſb cruelty, 


As 
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As for Proteſtants, they have not formerly 
been ſo guilty as the Church of Rome; nor am 
I afraid of their ever becoming ſo gullty. 

However, to root out all remains of this 
leven, it is right to hold up to their view ſome 
of the worſt inſtances of this kind, which 
have happened among them ; that poſterity 

may avoid their fore-fathers fouls; 2 that ber- 
: ſecution, in all the kinds and degrees of it, 

may be utterly deteſted and abhorred; and 
that perſons of various parties may behave like 
Chr:/t:ans, one towards another: and, though 
they cannot all think alike, they may never- 
theleſſe preſerve the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace and love. 

As to Perſecution, © it is the off- ſpring of 
„ hell; tramples upon the ſacred and invio- 
« lable rights of conſcience ; invades the pre- 
e rogative of the moſt high God; roots up farr 
Liberty, the greateſt blefling upon earth; 
* ſpreads terror and devaſtation all around; 
ce and, by its baſeful influence, blaſts every | 
0 thing within its reach.“ 
As a friend, therefore, to the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of mankind, and to the glory 
and honor of God, the benevolent makerand 
governor of the world ; — I would do all 
the little that is in my power, to baniſh Per- 

ſecution from off the face of the earth, and to 
_ diffuſe the ſpirit of peace and love, which is 
the temper and bleſſing of the pure and hap» 


py manſions of immortality ! _ 
TxacTt 


$0009040000000+090000099 


= 9 Ye AN 


4 6 +4 8 
CONCERNING | 


The belief of things, which are above 


reaſon. 


IN A 
dia Lo G@VvhR 
Between 7 


TH EOPHILUS and PYRRH O. 


D 


Concerning the belief of things, which are 


above reaſon. 
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DIATOS VS 
Between | 
THtoPHILUS and PY RR Ho. 


HE OPHILUSð and Pyrrho (who 
> T;o had ſpent ſo much time, in con- 
) verſing about the reaſonableneſſe of 
es the Chriſtian Religion, as delivered 
in the Scriptures) continued the ſame friendly 
regards as formerly; and freely imparted 
their ſentiments to each other, upon all ſub- 


- 


jects that occurred. NEW 
One evening, they were talking over pub- 
lic affairs. And Theophilus was expatiating 
upon the inſolence and boundleſſe ambition 
of ſuch tyrannical and aſpiring W 
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who can facrifice the lives of thouſands to 
their pride and vanity; who care not how] 
many are made widows or orphans; how 
much trade languiſhes ; how much the courſe 


of law is ſtoped; and how many towns and 
countries become an heap of deſolation and 


ruine; eſpecially where the ſeat of war hap- 
pens to be; — or how much all the liberal arts 


and ſciences languiſh, amidſt the ſound of 


arms, and the hoarſe voice of war. 

Have ſuch ambitious monarchs no bowels? 
no humanity? none of the tender ſentiments, 
and kind affections? I hope the time approaches, 


when they ſhall receive a proper rebuke; and 


be difabled, at leaft for one generation, from 
moleſting the ſurrounding nations! and dif- 
turbing the repoſe and tranquillity of Eu- 

But Pyrrbo ſtoped Theophilus, in the midſt. 


of his pathetic oration; and gave a turn to 


the converſation, by ſaying, He knew that 
moral and religious ſubjects were moſt agree- 


able to his friend Theophilus : That there was 
one intereſting ſubject, on which he had 
touched in his reaſonableneſſe of the Chriſtian 


Religion, &c. and in the Appendix; that what 


he had there ſaid, was intirely ſatisfactory to 
ſome: But that others either heſitated, or ab- 
ſolutely denied the truth of what he had aſ- 


ſerted, | 


When Theophilus was going to inquire, 
what he refered to; Pyrrho ſaid, He had 
* lately 
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lately received a letter from a friend of his, 
who correſponded with him, upon many oc- 
caſions; that the letter was intirely upon the 
ſubject he now refered to; and that therefore 
he would read it, if Theophrlus pleaſed. 

Theophilus gratefully accepted of his offer; 
upon which he read, as follows. 


Dear $I R, 
” HEN 1 have no news to impart, 
I collect what materials I can, of 
@ any other kind; to ſhow how defirons x 
am to keep up a correſpondence with you. 
* An ingenious Gentleman of my acquaint- 
e ance, whom I will call Novatianus, was 
% in company with the lady Aſpaſia; who 
* was exclaiming bitterly againſt a certain 
te preacher, whoſe hiſtorical name ſhall be 
* Eufebius. For Euſebius had aſſerted ſome- 
*« thing, in one of his ſermons, which gave 
ce the lady great offence. Upon which ſhe 
e condemned him, with a warm zeal, and 
te great fluency of ſpeech; and declared, ſhe 
* would never hear him more, as long as ſhe 
« lived. This occaſioned the following dia- 
te logue between her and my friend. 
« Novatianus.] What was it, Madam, in 
Euſebius's. ſermon, which offended you ſo 
% much? 
e Aſpaſia.) He aſſerted that we are to be- 
2 „ Fett nothing but what we can underſtand. 
C2 as Nova- 
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« Novatianus.) Was that the thing, which 
gave you ſo much offence ? 


« Aſpafia.] Ves, Sir, and enough too. I 


wonder how any body can venture to a 


ſert ſuch a thing.” 

* $o far the dialogue proceded; and then 
they converſed, for an hour or two, about 
other matters ; by which mean, this af- 
fair was quite forgot. Then Nevatianus 
beged the favor of a pen and ink, and a 
{mall piece of paper; all which a ſervant 
readily brought him, Upon the paper, he 
wrote down the following words in Greek, 
6 Ozts dydan ish. and then very oravely 
gave them to the lady, and defired her to 
read them, That revived the dialogue, 
which proceded as follows: — Aſpaſia, 
looking firſt upon the paper, and then 
looking earneſtly, and with ſurprize and 
confuſion, in Novatianus's face, ſaid, Sir, 
I cannot read them. What do you mean 
by this? It is not Engliſh, and they are 
ſtrange letters to me. 1 cannot imagine 
what you deſign, by aſking me to read 
what I know nothing about. Novatianus 
| fade faid, Do you believe them, Ma- 
dam ? 


«* How can I (anſwered Aſpaſia, 2 with 


great quickneſſe) unleſſe I underſtand 


them?. 


« Hold, 
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e Hold, Madam, (replied Novatianus) 


you may, ſurely, believe * which you 


cannot underſtand. 
« Aſpaſia.] That is impoſſible. 
6% Novatianus.] Then J find that you are, 


after all, of Euſebius's opinion; notwith- 


ſtanding his ſermon offended you ſo much. 


This ſtartled the lady, and cauſed her to 
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fay; Tprofeſſe, I believe I am avrong. The 
thing never appeared to me in this light 


before. I really begin to ſuſpect that I 
was miſtaken, and that Euſebius was in 
the right. I beg his pardon for condemn- 
ing 8 before I had duely conſidered the 
reaſonableneſſe of what he ſaid. But what 
is the meaning of theſe words? For I can- 
not ſo much as read them. 

te Novatianus ſaid, I will aſſure you, Ma- | 


dam, they are the words of holy Scrip- 


ture; and that according to the original. 
They contain a plane truth; and a very 
great and important truth. I would, 
therefore, have you try, once more, whe- - 
ther you cannot believe them ; before you 
underſtand them. Aſpaſia was now im- 
patient to have them explaned; and ſaid 
to Novatianus, Teaze me no longer. I 
freely acknowlege, that I was too raſh and 


inconſiderate; and I am now fully con- 
vinced that 1 cannot tell, whether I be- 
lieve what you propoſe to me, or no; till 


* 1 underſtand what is meant — Pray 
C 3 78 * tell 
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tell me, therefore, what the words figni- 


fie; and keep me no longer in ſuſpence. 


As ſoon as I underſtand them, I will then 


tell you frankly, whether I believe them, 


Or NO, 


« Well then (ſaid Novatianus) I will gra- 
tifie you, by telling you that you may 


find the paſſage, 1 John iv. 8, and the | 


Engliſb of it is, God is love. 


l propoſition (faid Aſpaſia) I moſt 
readily and firmly believe; but I find that 


J could not believe it, till J underſtood 
it. I heartily beg Euſcbius s pardon, and 
ſincerely condemn mine own folly and 
imprudence, in cenſuring what I ought 
to have applauded. I will promiſe you, 
Iwill go and hear him again; and hall 


now have a better opinion of him than 
ever. 


„The next time, that 8 viſited 
 Aſpaſia, ſhe continue of the ſame mind; 
and ſeverely condemned herſelf; but ap- 


plauded Eu/ſebius : and thanked 'Novatia- 
nus, for taking ſo kind and ingenious a 


method of leading her into right ſenti- 
ments upon that head. But was ready to 


wonder, that ſhe had not, before that, 


ſeen the matter in the ſame light - — as it 
appeared ſo very obvious, now ſhe had at- 


tended to it, and carefully conſidered it. 

* I know, my friend, Pyrrbo, that you 
are a ſpeculative man; and will make re- 
* flections 
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cc flections on ſuch a ſtory, which would not 
* occur to others. — Inſtead of news there- 
&« fore, or buſineſſe, I thought it might not 
© be amiſſe to ſend you this ſtory, If it 
e can afford you any uſeful hints, it is 
< at your ſervice, If not, accept it as a teſ- 
timony of my being ready to oblige you, 


A &ﬆ Aa 


T am, 


Nan &c. 


When Pyrrbo had read this letter, Web- 
philus ſaid, cha Novatianus had acted like a 
man of ſenſe; ; and that he had clearly ſhown 
that men cannot believe what they do not un- 
derſtand. How! (ſaid Let pit is it poſſible 
that Theophilus and I ſhould think ſo much 
alike, upon ſuch a ſubject? Yes (ſaid Theo- 
pbilus) and I further apprehend that, when 
the terms are explaned, and perſons of 
different ſets and parties underſtand one 
another upon this head, they are more agreed, 
than 1s at firſt imagined, Pyrrho could hard- 
ly be perſuaded of this; and alleged, that it 
was the opinion of the 7nfidels, that men muſt 
underſtand before they can believe; and he ob- 
ſerved, that they commonly charged Chr:/- 
tians, and even divines, with being of the 
_ contrary opinion, You know very well, 
Theophilus, that The Author of Chriſtianity 
not founded on argument has, in a ſneering 
manner, ſaid, *<* Though men cannot be all of 
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one opinion, they may of one faith; which 


they hold, not in unity of underſtanding ; 

but (as our Liturgy well expreſſes it) in re 
bond of peace and unity of ſpirit.” - 

And again, I am fully perſuaded, that - 
the judging at all of religious matters 1s not 
the proper province of reaſon ; or, indeed, 
an affair where ſhe has any concern.” 
I need not point you out more paſſages to 


the ſame purpoſe, in an author, which you 
have ſo much ſtudied, 


The Author of Chriſtianity as old as the Cre 


ation [p. 199, &c. of the 12" edition, ] fais, 


ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
© 
40 
te 


TC 


ce 
cc 


cc 


Ce 


cc 


If I do not "underſtand the terms of a pro- 
poſition; or if they are inconſiſtent with 


one another; or ſo uncertain, that I know 


not what meaning to fix on them; here is 
nothing told me, and conſequentiy no 
room for belief. — But, although deſigning 
men very well know, that it is impoſſible 
to believe, when we know not what it is 
we are to believe; or to believe an abſurd, 
or contradictory, propoſition ; yet they ; 
becauſe, without examination, people may 
be brought to phanſy they believe ſuch 
things; and it being their intereſt to con- 
found mens underſtandings, and prevent 


all inquiry; craftily invented the notion of 


believing things above reaſon. Here the 
ravings of an Enthuſiaſt are on a level with 
the dictates of infinite wiſdom, and non- 
: ſenſe is rendered molt ſacred : Here a con- 
2 * tradiction 
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By 


* tradition is of great uſe to maintain a doc- 


© trine; that, when fairly ſtated, is not de- 


i fenſible: Becauſe, by talking backward 


* and forward, by uſing obſcure terms, and 


te taking words in different ſenſes, they may 


e eafily/ amuſe and puzzle the people. | 
On this foundation, Tranſub/tantiation is 


« byj t; and moſt of thoſe myſterious propoſi- 


« tions; about which, in former days, Chrif- 
ce fians fo frequently murthered each other. 


But, if the Scripture was deſigned to be un- 


ce der ſtood, it muſt be within the reach of the 
“ human underſtanding ; and conſequently 
t jt cannot contain propolitions, that are 
« either above, or below, human underſt tand- 
„„ 

I need not repete more of that author's 
words, What has been mentioned, ſufficiently 
points out his meaning. 

Theophilus ſaid, that rational Avines did not 
appear to him to think differently on that 
ſubject; though it was the mean, unworthy, 


and ungrateful method of thoſe, "who wrote 


againſt revelation, frequently to throw out 
the moſt ſevere reflections upon thoſe very 


perſons, from whom they have learned all the 


beſt principles they have. 

How can it be the intereſt of divines of 
learning and integrity, to confound mens un- 
derſtandings, and prevent all inquiry? Or 


who have done more to promote freedom of 


Inquiry ; or made a better uſe of it; than 


{oine © 
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ſome of the moſt celebrated divines of our 
own nation ? 

It is allowed, on all hands, that a ſingle 
idea cannot be the object of aſſent or diſſent. 
But, when a propoſition is laid before us, 
and we are required to believe it; it is neceſ- 
ſary we ſhould underſtand the words, in 
which it is expreſſed, or delivered. Your 
friend, Novatianus, has clearly ſhown that, as 
long as it continues in an unknown language, 
we can neither believe, nor know, any thing 


about it. 


But, ſuppoſe we underſtand the words, in 
| which any propoſition is expreſled ; or have 
in our minds the ideas fignified by thoſe 
words ; it does not follow from thence, that | 
we muſt immediately believe that propoſition 
to be true. No doctrine of divine revela- 
tion can poſlibly contradict any 2 of 
reaſon, or be inconſiſtent with it either 
can any two doctrines, or propoſitions, in 
divine revelation be contradictory to, or irre- 
concileable with, one another. In ſuch 
caſes, the things propoſed cannot be any part 
of divine revelation; ; though ſome perſons 
may aſſert them to be ſo. Or, if the words, 
in which they are expreſſed, be contained in 
the divine writings, we may depend upon it, 
we have not yet found out the right Ons 
of thoſe words, 

If a propoſition be ſelf-evident, or we per- 


celve the truth of it, by intuition ; or, if Fo 


be proved, by a train of undoubted propoſi- 
tions, each of them ranged in a proper order, 
and connected with one another, which is 
termed demonſtration; then we do not call 


that faith, but Enowlege. If there be only 
probable arguments for the truth of any pro- 


poſition, we call that opznror. If a propo- 
ſition is ſupported by credible teſtimony, the 
aſſent to that is properly called faith. If it 
be the teſtimony of man, it is human faith ; 
if it be the teſtimony. of God, it is divine 
faith. 


But, in all theſe caſes, it is impoſiible to 


aſſent to that, of which we have no ideas. 
For that would be to believe we know not 
what. And, if we have credible teſtimony, 
or ſome other good arguments, then we have 
4 reaſon for believing ; otherwiſe we believe 
we know not why, And we ought, in all 


ſuch caſes, to ſuſpend our belief, or viith- : 


hold our as. 


Pyrrbo ſaid, I think 1 devel apprehend 


your meaning, which I would expreſſe in 
mine own way: and I deſire you would ſet 
me right; if, in any particular, I have mi- 
ſtaken you. 


There are two parts in every propoſition, 


a ſubjef# and a predicate; which are united 


in an affirmative, or ſeparated in a negative, 


propoſition. Now we muſt have the ideas 
affixed to the words, which expreſſe the /ub- 


Jef, and the predicate; or underitand the 
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ſubje#; and what is affirmed, or denied, 
concerning that ſubject. And we muſt, like- 
wiſe, have the teſtimony of God, or of ſome 
credible perſon, for joining thoſe two ideas 
together, in an affirmative propoſition ; or ſe- 
parating them in a negative propoſition. And, 
without underſtanding the words, and ha- 
ving that, or ſome other, reaſon, for afſent- 
ing to the propoſition which they expreſſe, 
we can neither underſtand, nor believe any 
thing about them. 

Theophilus acknowleged, that Pyrrho had 
ſpoken exactly agreeable to his ſentiments, 
on this ſubject, | 
But Pyrrho was a man given to argue on 
all fides; in order to have a full view of the 
ſubject, or to fee what could be alleged for, 
or againſt, any opinion, He therefore, told 
Theophilus, that the matter muſt not drop 
thus. For, though they ſeemed to be agreed ; 
there were ſeveral, pr would not fall in fo 
readily with their concluſion ; and therefore 
he deſired they might further debate the mat- 
ter. Theophilus aſked him what he had to 
fay againſt a thing, which ſeemed fo plane 
and obvious? 

Pyrrho anſwered, that he had often heard 
divines ſay, that, /in Scripture, ſeveral doc- 
trines are repreſented as myſteries ; and that 
ſeemed inconſiſtent with the notion now ad- 
vanced, viz. that we muſt underſtand things 
before wWe can believe them, 
Theophilus, | 
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Theophilus, with great coolneſſe, faid, I 
acknowlege freely that the New Teſtament 
often ſpeaks of myſteries; but then that 


incomprehenſible, or unintelligible, 
I have carefully examined the ſenſe of the 


| | word [myftery,] in all the places, where it is 


uſed, in- the New Teſtament. And I am well 
ſatisfied, it never ſignifies an unintelligible 
truth; but a fact, which was formerly a fe- 
cret, but is now made known. And, when 
made known, it is very plane and eaſy to be 
underſtood. Accordingly, the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of a very plane and intelligible fact; when he 
declares, ** that the Chriſtians, who ſhall be 
found alive at Chriſt's ſecond coming, ſhali 
e not die; but be ſuddenly changed into im- 
mortal, without dying.” And, in deli- 
vering that truth, he ſais, Behold, I ſhow you 
a myſtery. And, in other places, the ſame 
apoſtle talks of making known the myſtery of 
the goſpel. The truth of the caſe 1s, the 
Goſpel is not an hiden, but a reveled myſte- 
ry; made known to the world, to inlighten 
their underſtandings, to lead them to the 
practice of univerſal righteouſneſſe; and there- 
by, to their true dignity, perfection and hap- 
pineſſe. „ 
In the next place, Pyrrho alleged, that 
Divines had often aſſerted, ©* that we may, 
and ought to, believe things above reaſon, 
though not coutrary to it.“ 


Theophilus 
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. | Theophilus replied, that there were two 
1 ſenſes, in which this propoſition may be in- 
terpreted. The one is, that faith, or what 
is reveled as the object of faith, contains ſome 
things which human reaſon ahne, and of it- 
felf, could not have found out; but if known, 
at all, muſt be diſcovered by revelation. For 
inſtance, e that men are to be raiſed from 
* the dead; that Je Chriſt is to judge the 
« world.“ And in this ſenſe, I ſuppoſe, all, 
 whoacknowlege divine revelation, are agreed, 
that ſome of the objects of faith are above 
human reaſon ; or (in other words) that there 
are ſome things diſcovered in the Bible, which 
could not have been known to men, unleſſe 
they had been communicated by divine reve- 
lation. 
But there is mother ſenſe, in which faith 
has, by ſome, been affirmed to be abou? rea- 
i : fon; VIZ, that men may, and ought to, be- 
= lieve things, which they cannot underſtand, 
1 or comprehend. And, inthis ſenſe, I look. 
if upon the aſſertion to be groundleſſe and falſe: 
i And that, in this ſenſe, Faith can no more 
be above reaſon, than it can be contrary toit. 
 Pyrrho proceded, in his objections, and 
ſaid, There are numberleſſe things, which 
1 excede our capacity; or which are unintelli- 
1 gible and incomprehenſible to us, at leaſt in 
11 the preſent ſtate; and yet we firmly believe 
them; though we do not underſtand them; 
9 and therefore it is plane we may believe 
1 things which we do not underſtand. 


 Theophi Jus 
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Theophilus defired Pyrrho to name one of 
thoſe many propoſitions, which he believed, 
though he did not underſtand it. 

 Pyrrho replied that, as to giving an ac- 
count of his own faith, he deſired to be ex- 
cuſed; and that he was not @ Divine, ſuffici- 
ently learned and profound, readily to men- 
tion ſuch a propoſition. He intimated fur- 
ther, that he was repreſenting the ſentiments 
of others; and that he had frequently met 
with this objection. | 

Theophilus acknowleged that there are ma- 
ny things, which we do not underſtand. But 
then (fais he) as long as we do not under- 
ſtand them, they are the objects, not of our 
faith, but of ur zgnorance. For, as long as 
we underſtand them not, the aſſenting to 
them, is, in effect, afſenting to nothing; and 
that is, in reality, no aſſent at l. 

Well but, Theophilus, (ſaid Pyrrho) will 
you not- allow that there are many things, 
which we actually and firmly believe ; though 
we cannot comprehend how they are effected; 
or do not underſtand the mode, or manner, 
of their exiſtence, with all their relations, 
connections, and circumſtances? For in- 
ſtance, we believe that God made the world; 
though we do not know how he made it. 
We believe that the ſoul and body of man 
are united, and mutually influence one ane 
other; though we do not know how they 
are united, or how body and {pirit can bach 

ſuc 
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ſuch a mutual influence. We believe that 
God will raiſe the dead; but how he will do 
it, that we underſtand not, neither can we 
at preſent comprehend, And many more 
like inſtances might be named. 

Theophilus old that the ſame anſwer 
might be returned to this objection, as to the 
laſt, v.. As far as we believe, ſo far we 
muſt have ideas; and that, where our ideas 
end, there ends our aflent, or faith. Unleſſe 
ve aideritand what is meant by theſe words 
[ God created the world,] how could we talk, 
or think, about ſuch a thing? Unleſſe we had 
the ideas aftixed to the words [body and ſpirit,] | 
we could not talk of their union. And, if 
we have no meaning to ſuch words, then to 
lay, they are united, would be to talk of the 
union of nothing with nothing, So likewiſe, 
we know what is meant by a man's being 
dead; and raiſed, or brought to life, again; 
otherwiſe we ſhould mean nothing, when we 
ſpeak of the reſurrection from the dead. To 
believe that God made the world, is to be- 
Iteve a thing, that is both comprehenſible and 
highly reaſonable. Who ſhould make the 
world, but God? Such an extenſive and 
complicated, ſuch a wiſe and glorious, pro- 
duction muſt needs have been the effect of 
the moſt conſummate wiſdom, goodnefle and 
power; exerted immediately by the firſt cauſe 
and original author of all; or by ſome being, 
that has derived his power from the firſt 
cauſe. From the viſible creation, we are na- 

5 5 turally 
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turally ed up to the inviſible cauſe and author 
of all; and here is nothing incomprehenſible 
in all this. hat God made the world, is one 
propoſition. How he made it, would be an- 
other and a quite different propoſition. The 
firſt we believe and underſtand. The latter 
we know and underſtand nothing of. The 
laſt, therefore, is not the object of our know- 
lege, or. of our faith, but of our Ignorance. 
Pat the ſoul and body of man are united, in 
one propoſition, How they are united, 
would be another, and a quite different 
propoſition The firſt we underſtand and 
believe. The latter we know nothing of. 
This laſt therefore, again, is the object of our 
ignorance, not of our knowlege, or faith, — 
That men are to die, and that Jeſus Chriſt 
will raiſe them from the dead, or bring them 
to life again, are propoſitions contained in 
Scripture ; and they are both very plane and 
intelligible. How Feſus Chriſt will raiſe the 
_ dead, is another and a quite different propoſi- 
tion, which God hath not ſeen fit to revele 
to us. We are not, therefore, required to 
know, or believe, any thing about it —The 
tact, in all theſe caſes, is one thing ; the 
mode, or manner, is another and a quite diſ- 
tinct thing. The former we underſtand and 
believe. The latter we neither underſtand, 
nor believe; for we know nothing at all of it. 
Pyrrho ſaid, — Theophilus, ſuppoſe that God 
ſnould tell you, that a thing is ſo and ſo; 
will you not believe it, unleſſe he acquaint 
D you 


22 R 


0 Concerning the Belief of 


you with the mode or manner of it? How it 


is effected, or how it exiſts?, Or how it is re- 
concileable with all the other traths, you are 
acquainted with ? Theophilus anſwered, as far 


as God reveles any thing, ſo far he explanes 


(or diſcovers) it. And whatever God fais, I 


am very ready to aflent to it; for that very 
reaſon, that God hath ſaid it. Becauſe 
whatever God ſais, muſt be true. But J 
muſt underſtand what is ſaid, as well as be 
ſatisfied that the diſcovery came from God; 


before I can believe it as a divine revelation. 
If God reveles any thing with its mode and 
manner, and all its relations and circum- 


ſtances; then I believe that, with its mode 
and manner, and all its relations and circum- 
ſtances, It God reveles part of a thing; as 


far as God reveles it, ſo far I believe it. Se- 
cret things belong to the Lord our God, They 
are his peculiar, and we have nothing to do 
with them. They cannot, therefore, be the 


objects of our knowlege, or.of our faith. 


Whatever contradicts a known truth, or is 


irreconcileable with it, that cannot poſſibly 
be part of a divine revelation, As long as I 
think it inconſiſtent with any known truth; 
ſo long I muſt either reje& it, or ſuppoſe 
that I have not yet the true meaning of the 


words, in which it is delivered. Where our 


ideas are clear, there our faith may be clear, 
Where our ideas are confuſed or obſcure, 


there our faith muſt neceſſarily be confuſed 


_ 
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or obſcure. Where our ideas are adæquate, 
there our faith may be adæquate. Where 
our ideas are ſhort, or partial; there our 
faith muſt be partial, or extended only to 
part of a thing. But where we have no ideas 
at all, there we can have no faith at all. 

Pyrrho ſmiled and faid, Surely, Theophi- 
lus, you are a ſtrange man; and I could 
hardly have believed it of you. What! will 
no objection ſtand before you? Nor any 
thing prove to you, that men may believe 
what they cannot underſtand? I have one ob- 

jection more, which ſo modeſt a man, as you 
are, will ſcarce know what to ſay to. And 
that is, that fathers as well as moderns, doc- 
tors and biſhops, philoſophers and divines ; 
_ eminently learned, great and good men, have 
contended for believing things, which we do 
not underſtand. And ſurely, ſuch wiſe and 
good men could never all be miſtaken ; nei- 
ther can it be ſuppoſed that they would have 
contended for this opinion, unleſſe there had 
been truth and reaſon in it, f 

You yourſelf have acknowleged that Ter- 
tullian ſaid of one article, I believe it, be- 
* cauſe it is impoſſible.” And that biſhop 
Beveridge has aſſigned it as a reaſon for his 
believing another article of faith, That he 
could not conceive, or underſtand 1 
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Theophilus obſerved that, in mentioning 
ſuch particulars, he had made his remarks 
upon them ; which planely ſhowed he great- 
ly diſapproved of ſuch obnoxious expreſſions, 
But Pyrrho ſaid that, to ſhow thoſe menti- 
oned were not ſingular, he could produce 
other celebrated perſons, to confirm their 
opinion. Fat: 
St, Auſtin often cites what he had read 
« in the 70, and vulgar Latin, [1 you @ | 
not believe, you ſhall not underſtand, to in- 
« fer from it, that we muſt believe divine 
fruits, before We underſtand them. And 
© the croud of Popiſh writers follow him, 
te to authorize a blind and implicite faith.“ 
Theophilus replied, © If St. Auſtin had had 
ce an exact tranſlation of that paſſage, he had 
« only read, wunlcſſe you believe, | viz, that the 
f * kingdoms of Aria and Iſrael ſhall ſhort- | 
be deſtroyed,] you ſhall not be efia- 
&« bed t.“ 5 
Pyrrbo owned that thoſe, he had already 
quoted, were, indeed, divines : And he ob- 
ſerved, that the author of Chriſtianity as old 
as the Creation had inſinuated that, it was 


* 


their intereſt to confound mens underſtand- | 


© ings, and to prevent all inquiry; and 
g therefore they have craftily invented the 


notion of believing things above reaſon.” 
But 


t See an thy for a new 1 of the Bible, 
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But there are others, who have contended for 
the ſame thing. 
You have quoted Lord Bacon as  fayi Ing 
ſomething very like it. And © there * 
« been others, as well as divines, perſons of 
« excellent. judgment, and great friends to 
free inquiry; and who were never ſuſpected 
t of a deſign to impoſe upon, and confound, 
* men's: underſtandings ; — that yet have 
© thought it juſt to admit the notion of 
« things above _— I ſhall mention only 
«* two more, both of them lay-men, of emi- 
© nent note for their attempts to inform and 
« improve men's underſtandings, and pro- 
* mote uſeful knowlege, Mr, Boyle and Mr, 
TL” 
That excellent philoſopher, the great and 
* good Mr, Boyle, has writen a treatiſe, 
which he calls a d iſcourſe ? of things above 
* reaſon; inquiring whether a philoſopher 
_  Jould admit there are any ſach. To which 
* are annexed ſome advices about Judging + 
* things ſaid to tranſcend reaſon. 
In that diſcourſe, he ranks things above rea- 
wa /n, under three heads. The firſt is, of things 
* whoſe nature is ſuch, that we are not able 
© diſtintly and adzquately to comprehend 
Wit. Such is the almighty God; whoſe 
N are ſo boundleſſe, 3 his na- 
* ture ſo ſingular, that it is preſumption to 
—— |. | 7." 1 
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imagine, that ſuch finite beings, as our 


ſouls, can frame full and adequate ideas 


of them. The ſecond ſort conſiſts of 


things; which have properties and ways of 
operation, which we cannot intelligibly ac- 
count for, or explane, by any thing we 
already know, The third ſort is, of ſuch 


things that involve ſome notion, or propoſi- 


ſition; that we ſee not how to reconcile 
with ſome other thing, that we are perſua- 
ded to be truth; and which are incum- | 


bred with difficulties and objections, that 
cannot directly and ſatisfactorily be re- 


ſolved. All theſe he calls privileged things; 


| becauſe they ſurpaſſe our reaſon ; at leaſt 


ſo far that they are not to be judged of, 
by the ſame meaſures and rules, by which 
men are wont to judge of ordinary things. | 


* Accordingly, he puts it among the advices 


he gives, in judging of things that tranſcend 


our reaſon, that a matter of fact, or other 
truth, about privileged things, being proved 


by arguments, competent in their kind, we 


* ought not to deny it; merely becauſe we 


cannot explane, or perhaps ſo much as 
conceive, the modus of it; or becauſe we 
know not how to reconcile it to ſome- 


* thing that is true; or becauſe it is liable 


to ill conſequences, and is incumbred with 
great inconveniences. All theſe things he 


*« admirably illuſtrates and ſupports, by 4 
variety of inſtances, well urged, from Pi- 


« lofophy 
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e Jofophy and natural Theology, And con- 


« cludes, with obſerving, that we muſt not 
« expect, as to privileged things; and the 


5 propoſitions, that may be formed about 


« them; to reſolve all difficulties, and an- 
« ſwer all objections; ſince we can never 


e directly anſwer thoſe, which require, for 


« for their ſolution, a perfect comprehenſion 
« of what is infinite.” 
Here Pyrrho made a pauſe; but Theophi- 


us defired him to procede with what he had 
to allege from Mr. Locke; and then he 


would make remarks pon all his ple 


dt Once. 


Well then (aid Pyrrho) © The other 


ce perſon J refer to, is the. acute and ſagacious 


« Mr. Locke ; whom I ſuppoſe The author 


« of Chriſtianity as old as the Creation would 


© not reckon among Yhoſe deft ning men, 
« whoſe intereſt it is to confound men's under- 

« ſtandings. He divides things into thoſe 
* which are according to reaſon ; thoſe things, 
* which are contrary to reaſon ; and thoſe 
e things, which are above reaſon. And theſe 


things, when reveled, he makes to be the 


ce proper matter of faith. [See Eſſay on hu- 


nan Underſtanding, Book IV. Chap. XVII. 


* & 23, and Chap. XVIII. $. 7; 9.] He 
* frequently ſets himſelf to point out the 
* ſhortnefle of human underſtanding ; and 
* how unable we are to comprehend or ex- 
plane things; of which yet we have an 
D 4 V undoubted 
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undoubted certainty, Of theſe, he gives 


various inſtances. Among other things, 
he inſtances in the very notion of Body; 


which is incumbred with ſome difficultics, 


very hard, and perhaps impoſlible, to. be 
explaned, or underſtood, by us. The 


diviſibility in infinitum. of any finite ex- 


cc 


tenſion, involving us, whether we grant, 
or deny it, in conſequences impoſſible to 
be explicated; or made, in our apprehen- 
ſion, conſiſtent. And he would fain 
Know, what ſubſtance exiſts, that has not 
ſomething, which manifeſtly baffles: our 


underſtandings. [See Eſſay on Human 
* Underſtanding, Book II. Chap. 23, and 


Book IV. Chap. 3. See alſo his works, 


Vol. I. Page 5575 559, 560, 561; 572. 


He allows, therefore, that it cannot be a rea- 
ſonable foundation, for rejecting a doc- 
trine, propoſed to us, as of divine revela- 


tion, — that we cannot comprehend the 


manner of it; eſpecially, when it relates 
to the divine eſſence: and declares, con- 
cerning himſelf, I gratefully receive, and 
rejoice in, the light of divine revelation; 
which ſets me at reſt, in many things, 


the manner of which my poor reaſon can 


by no means make out to me, — I readi- 
believe whatever God has declared, 


. my reaſon find difficulties in it, 


which it cannot maſter,” [Ibid, p. 361; 


573 „] 


Pyrrbe 


ce 
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_ » Pyrrho ſaid, he had now done; and de- 


clared, that he would not have dwelt fo 
much upon the ſentiments of ſuch great men, 


if ſome learned. and ingenious perſons had 


not laid ſo much ſtreſſe upon them. 


Theophilus anſwered, when an argument 


is fetched from the ſentiments of ſome wile, 


great and good man, whoſe authority we 


reverence, and hardly dare oppoſe, the Lo- 
gicians call it Argumentum ad verecundiam, 
An aadreſje to our modeſiy. And one would 


not be very forward, in directly contradict- 
ing, or oppoſing, men eminent for wiſdom 
and piety. But yet, this argument may be 


carried too far; and prevent all farther inqui- 


ries and improvements whatever. We juſtly 


reverence the names of men of piety and 


learning, in former ages. But (you know) 1 


have already declared that © their notions 
ec 
are ſupported by reaſon and ſcripture, We 


call no man maſter upon earth, We 
cc. 
ce faith. Churches and councils, fathers and 


ec 


vines have erred, and their determinations 


* are not to be implicitely received.” : 
The church of Rome ſais, © what! are you 


* wiſer than all your fathers?” And they 


quote great names and many authorities. But 


Proteſtants do not much regard ſuch argu- 


ments againſt ſcripture and common ſenſe. 
And even Papiſts themſelves are not much 


moved 


are nothing to us, any further than they 


allow no man to have dominion over our 


moderns, learned men and celebrated di- 
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moved by ſuch fathers, or authorities, as con- 
tradict their ſentiments. — Mr. Boyle and 


Mr. Locke were truly great and good * 
But they were not infallible. I ſuppoſe, i 


ſome particulars, they were both 1 


And perſons, who in this point ſhelter them- 
felves under their authority, would not, in 
all points, be determined by their opinions; 
or declare that they believe, in every particu- 
lar, as thoſe great men believed, And, if 
they had in this point been miſtaken, or 
talked confuſedly; it would not therefore be 
true, or more clear, and evident, that we can 
believe what we cannot under ſtand. I would, 
indeed, as ſoon be determined by their autho- 
rity, as that of moſt men that can be named, 
But, Amicus Socrates, amicus Plato; f ma- 
gis amica eſt veritas. 15 
All this I have faid, upon the ſuppoſition, | 
that Mr. Boyle, or Mr. Locke, bad differed 
from me; and faid, that we muft believe 
things which awe cannot underſtand. 
Whereas I do not apprehend that they 
| have ſaid any ſuch thing, or differ from me 
upon this head. They have neither of them 
faid more than this, v/z. that we muſt be- 
| heve ſome things, which we cannot adæquate- 
ly comprehend; /or that have properties and 
ways of operation, for which we cannot in- 
tellgibiy account; or that there are ſome 
difficulties relating to them, which we can- 


not ſolve.— — wherein does this differ 
from 


cc 
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from what I have already ſaid; unleſſe in the 
manner of expreſſion ? Have I not ſaid, that, 
„ Where our ideas are clear, there our faith 


© may be clear. Where our ideas are ob- 


A 


c 
c 


ſcure or confuſed, there our faith muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be obſcure or confuſed. Where 
ic our ideas are adæquate, there our faith may 
be adæquate. Where our ideas are ſhort, or 
56 partial; there our faith muſt be partial, or 
<« extend only to part of a thing. But where 
we have no ideas at all, there we can have 
no faith at all?” 
I have likewiſe freely allowed, that we 
may underſtand, or believe, a thing; with- 
out underſtanding the mode or manner, re- 
lations and circumſtances, of it. But, where . 
our ideas end, there our faith muſt end, And 
can you allege any thing, from Mr. Boyle, or 
Mr. Locke, that contradicts this? How often 
has Mr. Locke, in particular, intimated that 
it is impoſlible to judge of, or aſſent to, any 
thing, without having ſome idea of it? And 
he concludes his Chapter of faith and reaſon, 
ive, — © To this crying up of faith, in op- 
2 ſition to reaſon; we may, I think, in a 
te good meaſure aſcribe thoſe abſurdities, that 
« fill almoſt all the religions, which poſſeſſe 
* and divide mankind. For men, having 
© been principled with an opinion, that they 
muſt not conſult reaſon, in the things of re- 
* 1:g:0n, however apparently contradictory 
** tocommon ſenſe, and the very 4" 
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ce of all their knowlege ; have let looſe their 
© phanſies and natural ſuperſtition ; and have 
been by them led into ſo ſtrange opinions, 
e and extravagant practices, in religion; that 
&« 4 ͤconſiderate man cannot but ſtand amazed 
<« at their follies, and judge them ſo far from 
ce being acceptable to the great and wife 


600; that he cannot avoid thinking 


« them ridiculous, and offenſive to a ſober, 
© good man. 80 that, in effect, Religion; 


« which ſhould moſt diſtinguiſh us from 


e beaſts; and ought moſt peculiarly to ele- 
© vate us, as rational creatures, above brutes ; 
9 that, wherein men often appear moſt 


2 irrational, and more ſenſeleſſe than beaſts 
6s chemieloes Credo, quia impoſſibile eſe, 1 
e believe, becauſe it is impoſſible ; ; might ina 


* good man paſſe for a ſally of zeal ; but 
* would prove a very ill rule for men to 
< chooſe their opinions, or religion, by.” 

From hence you planely tee, that this 
great and good man is on my fide of the 
queſtion; and has, in other words, aſſerted 
and defended what I am now contending 
for. 

Pyrrho (with a ſmile) id, you will have 
things your own way. But let us not con- 
clude the converſation upon this ſubject, till 


we have conſidered of what advantage it may 


be to mankind, to have this matter ſet. in a 


Theophilus 
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Theophilus was well pleaſed with that pro- 
poſal, For he had a very great averſion 
to all dry and barren ſpeculations; which 
may ſerve to amuſe men, but cannot profit 
them. 
I know (fais he) ſome will look upon this 
as a dry and uſeleſſe ſubject; but, to more 
judicious and conſiderate perſons, it will ap- 
pear to be a ſubject of vaſt extent and great 
uſefulneſle, 
Fr̃yrrbo aſked, how that could be made ap- 
pear? 

Ti beophilus anſwered, that requiring men, 
upon pain of damnation, to believe ſome 
things, which they cannot underſtand, was 

the ready way to unhinge, diſturb, and per- 
plex the minds of many weak, but honeſt 
and well-meaning, perſons. God himſelf is 
no hard maſter. He never requires impoſſi- 
bilities, as the terms of falvation ; why then 
ſhould men require ſuch things, or repreſent 
God as requiring them? Why ſhould they 
confound the underſtandings of the weak ; 

who are eafily impoſed upon, and led aſtray i > 


All that God requires, is, that men ſhould 


aſſent according to evidence; make their 


faith a ho, U ſervice; and be influ= 


| enced, by it, to holineſſe of temper and 
life. The terms of acceptance are plane and 
caly ; and the minds of good men ought not 
to be puzzled, and confounded, with dark, 

1 unin- 
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unintelligible and incomprehenſible ſpecula- 
tions. 

That indeed (ſaid Pyrrho) ſeems to be a 
matter of ſome conſequence, But what have 
you further to allege ? 

Theophilus replied, that the making men 
phanſy they can believe what they cannot 
underſtand, muſt be of bad conſequence, as it 
leads them to Enthuſf zn, which is a moſt dan- 
R thing in religion. I own that © here 

© the ravings of an enthuſiaſt are on a level 
with the dictates of infinite wiſdom ; and 


c nonſenſe is rendered moſt facred : That 


here a contradiction is of great uſe to main- 
* tain a doctrine; which, when fairly ſta- 
ted, is not defenſible ; becauſe, by talking 
« backward and forward, by uſing obſcure 
te terms, and taking words in difterent ſenſes, 
te they may eaſily amuſe and puzzle the 
* people. On this foundation, rranſulſtan- 
* fi ation is built; and moſt of thoſs my ſte- 
* rious propoſitions; about which, in for- 
« mer days, men fo frequently murthered 
«* each other.“ | 
The rational Chriſtian firſt underſtands, 
then conſiders the evidence, and then be- 
lieves. The enthuſiaſt has a much quicker 
way (as he phanſies) to come at hrs faith. 
He has inward feelings and divine impulſes: 
He has knowlege and conviction, darted 1nto 
his mind, all at once; ſuch clear knowlege, 
and ſtrong, irreſiſtible evidence, as fatisfies 


himſelf ; 
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himſelf; but is inſufficient to ſatisfie any 
other perſon: Becauſe it is incdmmunicable, 
and he cannot explane to another the nature 
and evidence of his faith ; what it is he be- 
lieves, or why he aſſents to it, He'has a 
ſtrong perſuaſion, grounded upon the con- 
ceit of inſpiration; without clearly under- 
| ſtanding what he believes, or profeſſes; and 
without any rational or ſufficient evidence, 
on which to ground his aſſent. To what 
abſurdities muſt ſuch a perſon ſtand expoſed ? 
He may believe tranſubſtantiation, or 
thing elſe. For, as in the dark, all colors 
are alike, ſo in his dark mind all the moſt 
wild and fanciful conceits, that can be na- 
med, may be entertained and zealouſly con- 
tended for; as the great and deep things of 
God, and the fundamental doctrines of reli- 
gion, One abſurdity, firmly and tenacioufly 
adhered to, makes way for a thouſand, For, 
if you will be ſo obſequious as to profeſſe your 
belief of one thing, which you do not under- 
ſtand, and for which you have no evidence; 
hy not a ſecond, and a third, and ſo on? 
When a man 1s got out of the reach of his 
own underſtanding, and into the dark laby- 
rinths of error and enthuſiaſm ; when he re- 
nounces his reaſon to follow phanſy, appetite, 
or inclination ; inward feelings, or imaginary 
impulſes; he can have no ground for the ſoles 
of his feet to ſtand upon; but ſeems to be be- 
wildered and gone, beyond recovery. 


 Pyrrho 


ſure of him, 
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Pyrrho obſerved that the man was in a bad 
way, who had gone that length, and tt he 
heartily pitied him. 
Ay (ſais Theoph1lus) he is to be pitied; 00 
ſo are all they who live around him. For, 
when a man phanſies that he can believe whit * 
he cannot underſtand, it leads him from en- 
thuſiaſm into bizotry and uncharitableneſſe. 


He is not to be argued with, and treated, like 


a rational creature. Nor is he ſatisfied, that 
he may injoy his own unreaſonable, blind and 
implicite faith; but his zeal hurries him on, 
to make converts; and to perſuade others to 
believe, or at leaſt to talk, as he does; — 


that is, without evidence, and without un- 


derſtanding, And, generally ſpeaking, the 


more dark and unintelligible any points are, 


the more warmly and fiercely he contends for 


them. Where the iron is blunt, be puts to 


more ſtrength, to make it cut, and wound, 
and deſtroy. The ſenſeleſſe and ridiculous 
doctrine of tranſubſtantiation has occaſioned 
the ſheding the blood of more Proteſtants, 
than all the great and weighty matters of fle 


law, and of the goſpel. 
When a man has reaſon and evidence for 


what he ſais, he is ready to propoſe them; 


and that is the beſt way to make converts, 
among the ſober and thinking part of man- 
kind, For, when you have "convinced an 
honeſt man's underſtanding, you may be 
But, when a man holds ridi- 


culous ag 
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culous opinions, and makes them fundamen- 
tal articles of faith; if you deny them, or 
even doubt, you are reprobate, or in a dan- 
gerous ſtate; and muſt be conſigned: over to 
everlaſting damnation. As if theſe zealous | 

defenders of the faith had got the keys of the 
bottomleſſe pit, hanging to their girdles; and 
could open or ſhut the gates of the dark, in- 
fernal priſon, at their pleaſure, But, bleſſed 
be God, pronounce it who will, the curſe 

cauſeleſſe ſhall not come. Thoſe, who love 
| God, and underſtand and believe as well as 
they can, ſhall, none of them, be rejected by 
. the righteous and equitable judge of the uni- 
verſe; - though they may have been miſtaken 

in ſome points of opinion; and though their 
over- zealous neighbors ſhould beſtow their 
uncharitable cenſures upon them; load them 
with hard names, and uſe them unkindly 
here, or conſign them over to the miſery of 
the world to come. 

Pyrrho obſerved that 7 2 lus painted 
ſtrongly, and ſpoke with a becoming pathos; 
but hoped that he could not charge the con- 
trary doctrine with many more bad conſe- 
quences. 

Yes (ſaid 7 beophilus) I have two more, 
which I propoſe to mention ; and then 1 will 
| detain you no longer. —IPhis firſt is, That, 
to contend for believing what we cannot un- 
derſtand, is neither more or leſſe than con- 
lending for implicite faith, and greatly ae 

| ric 
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the wretched cauſe of the Church, o ' Rome. 
That moſt crafty and corrupt church has done 
all, in her power, to put out mens eyes, 


that they might not ſee; and to confound 


- 


their minds, that they might not underſtand. 


4 She has, frequently and in many places, pro- 
bibited the Bee bk of cr e 
y away that key of knowlege ; and neither en- 
tered into the true deſign and interpretation of 
3 85 thoſe ſacred writings herſelf; nor ſuffered 
thoſe, who were willing, to enter in. She 


has ſtiled ignorance the mother of devotzen, 


8 And what wonder! when Ignorance. is ſo 
. | | EE" SE: 
Y much the ſupport of that antichriſtian 
'S Church? She has deviſed the monſtrous and 
nonſenſical doEtrine of tran/ub/tantiation; and 
| burned great numbers at the ſtake, for nat 


| believing without ideas; nay contrary to ſexe, 
and reaſon, and the current of holy ſcripture, 
Methinks, I ſhould be ſorry to ſee any Pro- 
leſtants ſo far doing the work of Papiſts, as 
to take men off from a diligent and impartial 
inquiry into the grounds and reaſons of their 
faith; or, in the leaſt, to diſcourage the cloſe 
4 and critical examination of the ſacred wri- 
1 itiings; or the free, honeſt and open profeſſion 
1 of a man's ſentiments; after he has inquired. 
You know (Pyrrho) how warm and apimated 
my zeal againſt Popery has always been; be- 
cauſe I have ever looked upon it, not only as 
the greateſt corruption of Chriſtianity ; but 
even a combination of a wicked faction againſt 
1 | realon 
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reafon and common ſenſe; as well as againſt 


the rights and liberties of thank ind, And, in 


pro portion, I diſlike all tendencies thereto. 


'yrrho could not imagine what the other bad 
conſequencę of implicite faith could be. For 


_ Theophilus had already named more than had 
occurred to him, before the mention of them. 


But Theophilus put him out of his pain, and 


ſaid that he had a tender concern for the 
well-meaning part of Pyrrho's old friends; 
though he abhorred their principles. 


What friends of mine do you mean, (faid 


Pyrrbo, with ſome eagerneſſe) for 1 do not 


yet underſtand you? Theophilus let him know, 


that he deſigned thoſe el who are 
inclined to fidelity. nd that, as to all 
thofe, who are men of integrity and good 
morals, he ſhould be ſorry to do any thing 
to lead them to infidelity, or to eſtabliſh 
them therein, And that he could not but 


think that, to contend for believing what we 
cannot underſtand, was the way to tempt 


thinking men to infidelity. Not that the 
Bible itſelf pleads for ſuch a faith. But the 
ridiculous! notions and groundleſſe opinions 
and argurnents of ſome Jeus and Chriſtians 


have furniſhed thoſe, who have wrote againſt 


_ revelation, with their moſt formidable ob- 
jections. 
It is a pity, indeed, that ſuch perſons have 


not looked further; and examined the Scrip- 


tures themſelves, But, on the other hand, 
_ the 
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| thorough and laſting ſatisfaction, unto all 
other attentive and well-minded perſons. 
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the friends of revelation ſhould be very care- 
ful, not to lay ſtumbling blocks in the way 
of thoſe, who are perhaps but too ready to- 
be pleaſed, when they can find any advan- 
tage againſt their adverſaries. However, if 


all the friends of revelation had been of my 
ſentiments, and as frankly declared their 


minds; neither Dr. Tyndal, nor any of his 


brethren, could have floriſhed and triumphed 
on this head, as they have done. 
_ Pyrrho thanked his friend for the pains he 
had taken in his behalf; and faid that, by 
parting with what cannot be defended, and 
ſeparating the chaff from the pure wheat, 
the friends of truth would be beſt able to ſa- 


tisfie their own minds; and to give the moſt 


THE END. 
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